
 

and intensity of labor grew.  

Although it was a wonderful 
VOCI tradition and a beautiful 
event in its own right, it was 

eventua l ly  dec ided to 
discontinue the series. 

 
Our retreat last summer 
discerned several things: 1) A 

great love for the Madrigal 
Feaste tradition still exists 
within our chorus.  2) Our 

greatest asset is our huge 
inventory of extravagant 

c o s t u m i n g  ( a  m a j o r 
investment!) and our unique 
ability to present such a 

program employing the various 
talents within VOCI.  3) Two 

items conspired to òkilló the 
former event: the labor involved 
in the set; and, the costs and 

labor involved in serving a 

dinner. 

 
It was my desire to salute the 
Madrigal Feaste as part of our 

70th anniversary celebration.  
From this and our research 

sprang the idea for our present 

From the Director 

 

The namesake of January, Dear 
Friends é.is the God Janus, who 
possesses a face looking 

backward as well as one looking 
forward. 

 
We in VOCI are like him this 
season, as we celebrate our 

70th season with an eye to our 
organizationõs illustrious past, 

as well as a look to the 
development of a season which 
may serve us and our 

audiences well throughout our 
bright future. 

 
It is in this spirit that weõve 
created A Renaissance 

Christmas.  During the 1970õs, 
the Madrigal Feaste genre 
resonated throughout the 

choral world.  When I was new 
in this game, one couldnõt 

attend any choral directorõs 
conference without being 
presented with this format: a 

dinner/concert presented in 
the atmosphere of revelry 

associated with medieval 

banqueting halls, thrown open 

to the people in the spirit of the 
Christmas season. Many of the 
Feaste traditions have again 

become associated with the 
holiday: the Wassail Toast, the 

Boarõs Head, the Yule Log. Bill 
Hamilton, long-time director of 
Canton Civic Opera, brought 

this idea home to Canton, and 

with great success developed 

the format over the years.  
 
The event grew until the chorus 

presented up to twelve 
performances: and then, the 

event began again to diminish in 
public response, even as costs 
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Silent Night 

Lauridsen OMM 

Three Kings 

Victoria OMM 

This Day Is Born Emmanuel 

Go Where I Send Thee 
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our selections expressing The 
marvelous mystery of 

Christmas Night. 
 
Itõs my hope that this little 

essay will help all of our choir 
to embrace the reasoning 

behind our ideas, the rationale 
and atmosphere for our 
concert plans, and how all of us 

play a part in its presentation.  
 

I couldnõt be more excited 
about it: I believe the audience 
will receive more than double 

their  t icket  value in 
entertainment, enlightenment, 

and sheer joy.  The beauty of 
your singing will remain with 
them throughout the season. 

 
Thank you, in advance, for all 

you do to make our NEW 

òRenaissance Christmasó the 
great success it will be é.. and, 

a special thanks to all the 
committees who have created 

òfrom scratchó this truly 
exciting concert event! 
 

Keep singing! 
 

Loren 

show, which I feel well may 
become our ònewó (old) 
Christmas tradition.  Basically, 

weõve removed the greatest 
burdens of the Madrigal Feaste, 

but retained and renewed its 
joys. 
 

A Renaissance Christmas will 
be presented with a fully-

costumed choir.  All will be 

playing characters. The 
audience is invited into the 

Great Court, where they will 
experience the òPre-Showó: a 
little more than half-an-hour of 

revelry in the spirit of the 
Feaste.   

 
There are singing ensembles, 
characters, trumpet fanfares, 

dancers, and even a jester on 
hand!  Monks, wenches, and 

others will delight the crowd 
and invite them to interactively 
enjoy the carnival atmosphere.  

S pe c ia l  t r e a t s  f r om 
Renaissance recipes will be 

served. 
 
At the ending of the Pre-Show, 

the Master of the Hall will 
remind everyone of the true 

meaning of the season, and 

invite them to enter the Castle 
and reflect upon it.  Escorted by 

VOCI (Masters in This Hall), and 
a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  t he 

trumpeters, the audience will 
be seated, VOCI will surround 
the hall (This Day Is Born 

Emmanuel), and we will bring 
the audience into our choral 

world, as we share with them 
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A FRIDAY FIRST 

 
Thanks to all our ensemble 
singers for their performance 

last week at our first First 
Friday downtown.  The Womanõs 

Club performance was fun and 
well-done.  And, the monks 
assured me that they found 

some folks downtown for whom 
to s ing:  imagine the 
consternation among the bar 

patronõs when they found 
themselves being serenaded by 

the Monks of St. Basso!  
Thanks, everyone, for 
spreading the word about VOCI. 

 
MIXING IT UP 

 
Lorenõs pleased that you are 
excited about performing in 

mixed position.  It represents 

another step in our choral 

growth! 
 
CALENDAR 

 
Make sure all of the 

Renaissance Chris tmas 
rehearsals and events are on 
your calendar! 

continued on p.3  
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newsletter.  Wait for it! 

continued from p.2  

TIME TO PARTY 

 
The VOCI Christmas Party will 

be held at St. Michaelõs Church 
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 15th. We will be 

celebrating in two connected 
rooms with a kitchenette 

upstairs, so it might be better 

to park in the upper (Fulton Rd) 
lot.  

 
VOCI will provide room rental, 

coffee, punch, and paper 

products.  Please bring sweets 

and/or finger foods.  Feel free 
to make dinner out of it.  Itõs 

BYOB, beer and wine only, 
please.  
 

Come one, come all, with 
spouses and partners, and 

spread the Christmas cheer 
(along with our waistlines!) 
 

IT WOULD BE SILLY TO HOLD 
YOUR BREATH FOR A WEEK!... 

 
BUT, Loren will have a big 

announcement in the next 

SINGING POINTS 

growing in highly satisfying 

ways.  We get to know one 

ano the r  be t t e r  eac h 

rehearsal.  We are united in our 

goals.  And ...... the possibilities 

are ENDLESS!! Your potential 

for beautiful singing and 

aesthetic expression are right 

here at your fingertips: keep 

reaching,  my f r iends. 

    

NOW  Please spend mucho time 
studying the Latin guide 

recording this week, so the 

purity of vowel is our Bible for 

singing OMM X2; and, finalize 

secure learning of the parts 

and rhythms on both pieces so 

I can interpret fully during 
rehearsals upcoming. 

 

See you Saturday evening, VOCI 
office hallway door to ballet 

studio 3, sharply at 8:00 p.m., 
with costuming concerns out of 

the way!  Sing on!   

2) The only refreshment for the 

audience is usage of a full 

range of dynamics: loud, 

louder, loudest soon spells 

monotony, and, only true, 

scintillating pianos can express 

some of our most dramatic 

moments. 

 

3)There is  NEVER an 

appropriate moment for 

oversinging. 
 

4) More importantly than all, we 
are not here to showcase 

ourselves, our talents, or our 

voice, but, to be a part of that 
miracle which is a choir, a 

single entity within a wonderful 
instrument: a whole truly 

greater than the sum of its 
parts. 
 

Indeed, the Christmas 

repertoire is coming together 

very nicely.  Our choir is 

Singers All! Great rehearsal 

last evening!  I feel that we are 

a choir getting to know 

ourselves, each other, and our 

ensemble better every week, 

and that we are confirming our 

goals to be the best we can 

possibly be. 

 

With that thought in mind, 
wasn't it good to listen to 

ourselves in another room, 

especially one which delivers 

the sound back down to us so 
abruptly?  I hope it brought 

more clearly to your mind and 

your musical awareness 
several other over-riding 

choral issues I've been 

stressing: 

 
1) Consonants bring clarity of 
text, but MUST be crisply 

together: this crispness can 

only be accomplished through 

eye contact, not ears. 


