
 

extension of the programming 

window for the organization.  

Discerning study revealed 

timely planning as a major 

problem for the group.  

Generally, Iõm pleased with the 

progress made so far ð but, 

where travel is concerned, I 

made my most misguided 

decisions as your leader.  I 

quickly realized that my 

decision to move immediately, 

pushing the choir toward a 

large tour in this season, was 

not at all aligned to the goals 

and concerns of the members.  I 

quickly withdrew from the plan. 

 

Now, I am taking a different 
approach.  Not diminished in my 

desire to get the choir on the 

road, we now have a Travel 

Steering Committee, through 

which Iõll work to build future 
plans.  The committee is chaired 

by JoAnn Smith, and includes 

Nicole Shaffner, Diane Morrison, 

Tom Smith, and Bob Ballinger. 

Please keep the lines of 
communications open with 

NOTE FROM LOREN 

 
Our newsletter has been an 
important vehicle to reduce 
announcement t ime in 
rehearsal, and to provide for 
you a written record of our 
work. Although I much prefer 
addressing my choirs in person, 
so I can see and hear your 
reactions, I am committed to 
using this new approach. Below 
are some thoughts I really want 
you to hear: PLEASE take the 
time to read and study this 
letter! 
 

FROM THE DIRECTOR 

 

First of All, Dear Friends é.. 
please read a sincere, 

explanatory, and, I hope helpful 

letter from me.  Following, then, 

will be my surprise for you this 

season. 
 

When I came on board nearly a 

year ago, there was great 

interest ð from singers, 

interviewers, and Board 
members ð in my fairly 

extens ive group travel 

experience, and a fervor existed 

for the possibilities of getting 

VOCI again on the road, to share 

the story of our ensemble, to 

provide enrichment for our 

singers, to present exciting 
events to the program, and to 

share our choral arts with a 

larger community.  As you might 

imagine, this struck near to my 

heart, and fit exactly into my 
choral philosophy.  Iõve taken my 

choirs on well over forty tours, 

and Iõve traveled with groups to 

Europe more than 25 times. 

 
As I assumed the role of Artistic 
Director, I forged quickly into 
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interesting location, without 

disturbing your work schedules.  

And, I am most pleased with the 

budget price weõve achieved!  

Hopefully, youõll endorse it and 

jump on board.  Pay close 

attention to your requested 

response at the end.  We must 

hear from everyone quite soon. 

Sign up sheets will be available 

next rehearsal. 

 

I share all this with you in a 

sincere and contrite attempt to 
have all my singers understand 

my thinking in this exciting and 

important area.  

 

 I thank you for taking the time 

to read my thoughts, and hope 

youõll keep the lines of 

communication open. And, I 

hope to take VOCI to many 

exciting and fun locations on 
this continent, and others! 

 
Best wishes, 

 
Loren 

these singers so they can 
wisely advise me as we move 

forward.  We are presently 

engaged in setting long-range 

t rave l  goa ls  for  the 

organization.  We are very 

aware of your busy schedules, 
your limited budgets, and your 

need for preparation time.  Talk 

to us!  Only with your input can 

we move forward to make a 

successful travel program. 

 

The Steering Committee has 

endorsed my desire to make it 
yet possible for our choir to hit 

the travel road this year.  Your 

plea for a limited tour, and your 

highest priority of cost control 

have been heard.  But, we are 

eager to involve you in a tour, 

so you can come to realize that, 

frankly, wherever a choir may 

travel, it is a wonderful 

experience for the members. 

 

Any of you who traveled to 

contests or exchange concerts 

during your high school years 
already know that, just as those 
of us who wetly enjoyed the 

aborted National Anthem 

Indians trip do!  Itõs the visiting, 

the experience, the sharing of 

camaraderie and music which 
make choir tours truly one of 

the most wonderful things I 
know! 

 
Below, youõll see my proposal ð 

the result of many hours of 
work and research, and my best 
efforts at putting together a 

vast array of experiences in an 
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN 

 
Travel has been important to 

VOCI for many years, and is 
included in our Boardõs mission 

statement.  Canton Civic Opera 

and VOCI have traveled many 

places in the Midwest, to 

Canada, and several times to 

Europe.   
 

Loren would very much like to 

reactivate the travel program, 

and is working through a Travel 
Steering Committee to make 

both short and long-term plans.  

 
 Below, is our proposal for THIS 

season, thanks to an invitation 

from a well-established and 

widely-known community 
chorus in Columbus!  A chance 

for us to òlearnó the wonderful 

advantages of choral travel ð 
on a budget!! We hope youõll 

jump on board, and enjoy a 
terrific weekend together. 

 

continued on p.3  
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SPECIAL REHE ARSALS 

COMING 

 
Please remember that 

everyone is called during the 
next several weeks for special 
Renaissance Chris tmas 

rehearsals, dependent upon 
your role: 

 
 ̔ Sunday, Nov. 22, 2-4 p.m. : 

Pre-Show Characters and 

Ensembles 
 ̔ Sunday, Nov. 28, 6-7 p.m.: 

Pre-Show Characters and 

Ensembles;  8-9 p.m. ð Full 

Choir 
 ̔ Sunday, Dec. 8 ð 4:30-

6:30 p.m. ð Full Choir 

 

DONõT FORGET A SEARCH 
 

As you finish your musical 

preparation, do an online 

search for your music: youõll 

find some very helpful 

r e he a rs a l  t o o l s  a n d 
performances, especially of the 

Victoria and Lauridsen, online.  

The Victoria and Lauridsen both 

appear on YouTube with a 

visual score that proceeds bar-
by-bar with the performance!  

Can be a great practice tool. 
 

ITõS TIME FOR THANKS 

 

From Loren : 
 

This holiday has always been 

one of my favorites ð donõt 
know why é.. could it be 

because I truly have had so 
many blessings to count?  

continued from p.2  

A WEEKEND IN OUR STATE 

CAPITAL CITY 

 

VOCI Tour to Columbus 

proposed for June 4-6, 2010 
 

Choral Activities Include: 
 ̔ A performance at the 

Statehouse 
 ̔ Performance Clinic with a 

major university conductor 
 ̔ Exchange Concert with the 

Columbus Mannerchor and 

Damenchor in German 

Village 
 ̔ Appearance at a Wurstfest 

Brunch sponsored by the 

Mannerchor 

 

Your Costs Include: 
 ̔ Motorcoach transportation 

throughout tour 
 ̔ All included tours and 

activities 
 ̔ Breakfast each day at hotel 

 ̔ Special welcome dinner 

 ̔ Amish homestyle dinner en 

route 
 ̔ German buffet with our 

friends of the German 

Village choirs 
 ̔ Hotel accommodations 

 

Your significant other, of 
course, is invited to travel with 

you! Departure time on Friday 

will be designed to allow the 
participation of folks who work. 

 
Loren has yet to work out a few 

details, but is pleased to 
announce that we can 

accomplish this tour for 
approximately $150 per person!  

Almost everything you need will 

be included ð youõll only need 
spending money for a few 

lunches, and incidental 
expenditures.  The price is 

based on double occupancy in 

two-bedded rooms.  If youõre 

really on a budget, consider 

rooming with two or three 

others ð in this case, the price 
per person will be adjusted 

accordingly downward. The 

price is also based on a full 57-

passenger coach, so the level of 

participation is an important 

cost factor. 

 

Now, your assignment!!  Loren 

will need a prompt response 

from all singers, so he can 

move forward on bookings.  

Please talk this over with family 

immediately, consult your 

calendar, and then respond on 

the sign-up chart available at 

rehearsal.  Be prepared to 

register the following: 

 
 ̔ Sign up if you will 

participate on the tour 
 ̔ Sign additional family 

members who would like to 

travel with you. 
 ̔ Indicate if you know at this 

time that you definitely will 

NOT participate in the tour. 
 

Loren and the Travel Steering 
Committee welcome your 

comments, suggestions, and 
look forward to sharing this 

exciting event with the choir.  

Please honor us with your 
immediate response. 

 
continued on p.4  



Because church and spiritual 

life has always been important 
to me?  Because Iõve always felt 

itõs important to stay focused 

on the positive? Or, maybe just 

because I love turkey and 
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dressing! In any case, I do look 

forward to this week, each fall, 
when we are encouraged to 

count our blessings and 
express our thankfulness.  

Allow me to assure each and 

every one of my VOCI singers 

continued from p.3  

SINGING POINTS 

Singers All! 

 

It is always a joy to work with 

you, but never more than in the 

last several weeks, when I feel 

so much "in synch" in our goals 

and choral work.  We are 

progressing at a fine pace, and 

it is a special delight to hear you 

increase in your choral 

expressions weekly! 

 

Of course, we are not yet 

"there!"  (Will we ever be fully 

satisfied?  Probably not!) So,  

thanks for all you do ...., and, 

onwards. 

 

The closer we get to 

performance, the more difficult 

it becomes to invest a 

considerable amount of the 

thought process into basic 

habits, while one tries to really 

"sing" the music.  It might be 

best for us to prioritize .Here 

are those areas in which I 

believe we can make the most 

progress as we approach the 

Renaissance Christmas concert: 

 

 1. ALWAYS keep in mind that 

constant loud singing dulls the 

audience ears quickly. sing the 

entire dynamic range, and in 

exciting moments, allow room to 

build to the peak (i.e. "Go Where 

I Send Thee": begin simply at mf 

to allow that constant building 

energy to the end). 

 

 2. Continue to work on 

consonant muscle habits - use a 

puff of air to enhance "p" "f" "v" 

and clarify the difficult-to-hear 

unvoiced ones, "g" "d"  and "c".  

When dealing with initials, use 

eye contact with the beat - when 

dealing with finals, DELAY them 

and connect them to the next 

syllable. 

 

3. Invest in text!  The more we 

communicate the text, the more 

the audience will be moved 

beyond your beautiful sound into 

the realm of poetry and 

meaning. 

 

Speaking of ..... a few thoughts 

about our wonderfully growing 

"Magnum(s)": 
 ̔ Continue to practice the 

Latin, with purity - open 

vowels, not diphthongs, no 

American "r" 
 ̔ Sing the Victoria with 

moving energy to maintain 

a sense of pulse - this will 

help the tonal center to 

remain in your ear, and 

hold pitch better - it's not 

hearing, it's singing method 

which creates our "pitch 

migration" (a phrase heard 

from a member - boy, it's 

more flattering than 

"singing out of tune" isn't 

it?!) 

 

And, study "where we are" in 

the text - it will help us to 

interpret so much more 

effectively!  Here's some help: 
 ̔ O magnum mysterium - O 

marvelous mystery 
 ̔ et admirabile sacramentum 

- and wonderful sacrament 
 ̔ ut animalia viderent 

Dominum natum - for 

animals to see the Lord just 

born 
 ̔ jacentem in praesepio - 

lying in a manger! 
 ̔ Beata Virgo - blessed virgin 

 ̔ cujus viscera meruerunt 

portare Dominum Jesum 

Christum - whose worthy 

body carried the Lord 

Jesus Christ 
 ̔ Alleluia - Alleluia! 

Simple phrases: magnificent, 

world-changing meaning. know 

what you're saying in the music, 

and our music, too will change. 

 

Sing on! ñ Loren 

that, as I do so this week, YOU 

are at the top of my list of 
blessings!  Thank you for being 

a part of our wonderful choir. 
 

 

 



 

VOCI CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 
Tuesday, December 15, 2009 

6:30ñ9:00 p.m. 
St. Michaelõs Church, Whipple and Fulton 

For VOCI Members and Guest 
 

Bring:  Sweets and/or Finger Foods 

BYOB Beer/Wine;  VOCI providing Paper Products, 
Punch and Coffee 
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TENTING TONIGHT 
 

Renaissance Christmas set committee is looking for 2 
more canopy type tents, the kind you might set on a deck.  

Size is about 10x10.  If you have one we 
can use, please contact Joann Smith at: 

 
Jojosmitty9253@sbcglobal.net or by phone 330- 492- 

6013) 


